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Port Hacking- State of an Estuary 
With its origins on the southern and western boundaries of the Royal National Park, and its entire length almost free of human 
habitation, the Hacking River and the estuary at its mouth should be a beautiful and pristine waterway of which this city can 
be proud. The absence of industry, and the love of many for Port Hacking and the Royal National Park, should mean that the 
Hacking, of all the near-urban estuaries, should be able to be managed sustainably. 
 
However neglect, mismanagement and pressures of increasing use have resulted in gradual deterioration in many aspects of 
this beautiful natural asset.  Seagrasses, marine biodiversity, foreshore zones and water quality have all declined.  There have 
been growing disagreements about usage of the Port, about methods of policing, controversy over dredging and development, 
and public controversy. 
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